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HISTORIC IRVINGTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL MINUTES
Minutes for April 16, 2024
MEMBERS PRESENT (quorum at 8): Caitlin Luebcke, Chad Cerda, Charles Miller, Carrie Yazell, Jake Walker, Alyssa Lauer, Jacob Lauer, Francine Calvert Lee, Kyla Thompson, Robert Uhlenhake, Ronak Shah, Roxanne Hilton, Sue Beecher, John Arbuckle, Andrea De Mink, Lesli Gibson
Approval of Minutes: The minutes for the previous month, March 2024, were approved unanimously. 
Updates from Roman Williams-Ervin, Indianapolis Metropolitan Police Department, East District
· Violent crime down in district 41.6% from last year to this year
· Property crimes down 2%, mainly kept high by motor vehicle theft of Kia and Hyundai vehicles
· Incident under investigation on Washington Street
· Report long-term vacant properties to Business and Neighborhood Services through Mayor’s Action Center or RequestIndy. Jenny Menelas (neighborhood advocate) also said she can follow-up with these
· Street racing: Task force is assembled each weekend including IMPD, State Police, and other agencies, using tools not used in the past to combat and discourage racing and running. Task force has been in place for two weeks so impact won’t be felt until the weather warms up, but follows the racers to enforce. 
· IMPD is still 300 officers short of being fully-staffed. 
· Breann Leath Blood Drive Friday at Eastgate Mall from 12pm to 6pm
· Coffee With a Cop on May 1st at 3:00pm at Neidhammer Coffee on East Washington Street
Updates from Jenny S. Menelas, Area 2 Neighborhood Advocate
· April is Earth Month – Parks have gloves and trash bags donated by Keep Indianapolis Beautiful to help clean up Indy Parks. Indy Parks is still hiring lifeguards, pool managers, counselors, food program managers, cashiers, and many other roles. 
· Purple Line is looking for people to do photo-shoots for IndyGo
· Thriving Buildings: buildings of a certain height are required to be more energy-efficient. A workshop will be held from 9:30 to 11:30 on Thursday, April 18.
· Trash Cans: If you move in and a trash can is missing, first call IMPD non-emergency line to report the can stolen, and then contact MAC. If you don’t get a replacement in 10 days, reach out to Jenny. 
· Michigan and New York Streets are being converted from one-way to two-way this year. You can find weekly websites at the city website here.  
Updates from Andy Nielsen, City County Councilor for District 14
· Resolution to recognize April as “Fair Housing Month,” which passed unanimously and was co-sponsored by 10 other City-County Council members
· Office Hours: One evening per month at Irvington Library and one Saturday at the Warren Branch Library. 
Updates from Andrea Hunley, State Senator, District 46
· SB 1: Requires students to be retained if they do not pass the I-READ-3 exam. Also provides mandatory summer schools for students not on track to pass the exam, as well as other proactive supports.
· Senate bill passed requiring schools have policies restricting cell phone use, except in case of emergency, when teachers use it for instructional purposes, or if students have individualized learning needs
· Legislation was passed increasing scrutiny of tenured professors on college campuses
· HB 1426: Requirement for hospitals to stock one form – but not the other more popular one – of long-acting reversible contraceptives to offer it to postpartum patients whose insurance is provided through Medicaid. Not required to stock IUDs, which 70% of patients prefer. Bill sunsets in 2025
· Senate Bill 5: Expedited lead water line replacement in older homes from the house to the street, including for renters who have non-responsive landlords
Updates
· New Councillor: John Arbuckle, 30-year resident of Irvington, arborist and community member, third-generation landscaper, cares for the downtown Irvington streetscape planting beds as a contracted company for Irvington Development Organization
· Land Use and Zoning: HICC receives legal notices and zoning petitions from the city to review to help provide orderly growth, development, and enhancement of the community in alignment with the larger plan. Committee meets as needed, and can make recommendations but does not have deciding power. You do not have to be a Council member to be on the Land Use committee, and all Irvington residents and property owners are welcome to join. The committee typically doesn’t get involved in home renovations submitted to Indianapolis Historic Preservation Commission unless it affects larger things such as setbacks.
· Irvington Plaza: A potential buyer is still interested in the Plaza but has not made the purchase yet. The proposal includes replatting the Plaza to include four outlots. The committee sought covenants from the developer who agreed with them, and if any changes are made to them it would be part of a public hearing process. In particular, this includes restricting some uses from the commercial zone, such as liquor stores and gas stations. However, no further action has been taken to the Council’s knowledge and no communication has taken place in the past two months. If a public hearing takes place any citizen affected can participate in that hearing. 
· 4th Annual Beastside Brewfest: Saturday, April 27th from 7:00pm to 10:30pm at Our Lady of Lourdes gymnasium, 30 South Downey Street. Proceeds are donated to FIDO Indy and the Our Lady of Lourdes Playground project. Food provided by Wild Boar BBQ and Bus Stop Bistro, and live music by Dream Slice. 
· Michelle Pleasant: President of George Julian PTSA
· Friday, April 19 – BINGO Night at the Marine Corps League on Audubon. 21+, cash bar, and open to the public. Tickets are $25 and tables are sold out. 
· Sunday, April 21, 10:00am-1:00pm  – Walk Audit through Irvington Safe Routes to School. People will use maps and data collection sheets to mark information about intersections and thoroughfares to identify if anything is unsafe. Many volunteers are needed as all of the schools in the Irvington area are included in the walk audit, spanning multiple miles. Meeting outside the Irvington Library at 10:00am. You can take the information with you and drop it off at the Library later if you can’t stick around for the duration of the time frame.
· Two surveys out about pedestrian safety to and from schools – one for families of students and one open more generally to the community. The survey will be out until Sunday, April 28. 
· Howe PTA will hold their first official meeting on Thursday, April 25th from 6:30pm to 8:00pm
· Irvington Halloween Festival: Vendor and sponsorship applications for the Street Fair open May 1st and close July 1st. We are prioritizing hand-crafted items, booths related to children, items children would enjoy, nonprofits, food, and alcohol. Still and always in need of volunteers!
· Irvington Runs: Pleasant Run Run (northside) is back along with the Vampire Run (south). Register here!
· Neighborhood Clean Up: Main Street program through Irvington Development Organization meets this Saturday at 9am at the Irvington Library. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:08pm. Respectfully submitted by Ronak Shah

